Samuels misses out on Rookie of the Year award
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New York, NY (03-13-2009) – Freshman center Samardo Samuels was edged out for Big East rookie of the year honors by center Greg Monroe of Georgetown University, as the Big East continued to announce its post-season awards yesterday. “It kind of motivated me to work harder,” Samuels said after he dropped 22 points, seven rebounds, five assists, and two blocked shots in a rout of Providence College after the announcement. Louisville’s reward will be a date with Villanova University tonight in the semifinal at 7:00 p.m. EST. The game will be broadcasted live on ESPN.  

Not an easy road

Samuels, who averaged 11.8 points and 4.7 rebounds per game during the regular season, will try to duplicate his performance against Villanova who edged Marquette University 76-75 in a quarterfinal match-up yesterday. With University of Connecticut upset last night by Syracuse University in an epic six-overtime game, and the loss by University of Pittsburgh to West Virginia University, the path seems clear for Louisville to win the title and gain a No. 1 seed when the NCAA brackets are announced on Sunday afternoon. This is something Louisville has felt just once (1983) in its tradition-rich basketball history. It will be a tough road, however, as Villanova, who have the conference's coach of the year, (Jay Wright), most improved player (Dante Cunningham), sixth man of the year (Corey Fisher), lost by only one point ( 61-60) in their only meeting earlier this season.

