Samuels and Louisville destroy Providence’s postseason hopes
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New York, NY (03-12-2009) – Fifth-ranked Louisville are trying to show the NCAA selection committee that they're deserving of a No. 1 seed when the bracket is announced Sunday for this year’s March Madness. Playing at noon today in the world’s famous Madison Square Gardens, the Cardinals forced Providence College into a staggering 26 turnovers, one shy of the Big East tournament record – en route to a 73-55 victory. Freshman center Samardo Samuels, was on top of his game, as he connected on 10-of-13 shots from the field and 4-of-4 from the line to finish with 22 points. Samuels also grabbed seven rebounds, dished out five assists, and rejected two shots for Louisville (26-5) who were winning for the eight straight time. The cardinals, who have not tasted defeat since February 12, advance to play either No. 21 Marquette University or No. 10 University of Villanova in Friday night's semifinals. Two other Jamaicans, Weyinmi Efejuku, (17 points) and Geoff McDermott (11 points and eight rebounds) led Providence (19-13) in what was a must-win game in order to keep their postseason hopes alive.

