No. 1 Louisville sent packing by Michigan State
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Indianapolis, IN (3-30-2009) – The University of Louisville Cardinals began play in the NCAA tournament as the overall No. 1 seed and the favorites to advance to the Final Four from the Midwest Regional bracket, but when the dust settled yesterday, the Cardinals were homeward-bound while the Michigan State University Spartans were Detroit-bound. Playing in front of its most famous basketball alumnus, Magic Johnson, who led the Spartans to a national title 30 years ago, Michigan State forced Louisville to unwillingly play a half-court style game, much to the detriment of the Cardinals who fell behind 30-27 at halftime. The Spartans was so much in control of the tempo that they allowed Louisville 0 points off their famous pressure defense then used a physical style of play to eventually wear down Louisville for the 64-52 victory.       

Michigan State, seeded second, reached their fifth Final Four in 11 years - the most trips of any team in the nation during that span, and will face the University of Connecticut next Saturday at Ford Field in Detroit. Louisville, who lost for the first time in 14 games, made only one basket in the last 5:18 and shot just 38.3 percent from the field. Junior center Samardo Samuels was held scoreless in 22 minutes. He went 0-of-6 from the field but grabbed seven rebounds and blocked two shots.
