Louisville surges past Providence
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Samardo Samuels
Louisville, KY (02-19-2009) – Freshman center Samardo Samuels was one of six players in double figures as the University of Louisville Cardinals overcame a hot-shooting Providence College 94-76 last night in a crucial Big East encounter. Samuels finished with 18 points as the 7th-ranked Cardinals (20-5, 11-2 Big East) pulled into a three-way tie for second place in the conference with No. 4 University of Pittsburgh and No. 10 Marquette University behind No. 1 University of Connecticut. 
Providence came out on fire and connected on 18-of-24 shots (75 percent) from the field in the first half but were surprisingly only up 46-45 at halftime. The second half was all Louisville as they put together a 22-3 run that basically put the game out of reach. The defense held Providence without a field goal for more than nine minutes, forced 22 turnovers, and lowered the visitor’s shooting percentage to just 30 percent (9 of 30) from the field. National player Weyinmi Efejuku finished with 15 points for Providence while another Jamaican, Geoff McDermott, had four. 
