Louisville wins Big East title; Samuels earns conference honors
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Louisville, KY (03-09-2009) – The University of Louisville survived a serious scare from West Virginia University last night before pulling out a hard-fought 62-59 victory to claim its first Big East regular-season title. Louisville (25-5, 16-2) went in knowing that third-ranked University of Pittsburgh had cut down No. 1 University of Connecticut on Saturday but still got caught in an epic battle in which neither team led by more than four points in a tightly contested second half. Freshman center Samardo Samuels was limited to only 12 minutes due to foul trouble and finished with four points and three rebounds. Louisville heads to the Big East Conference Championships with seven straight wins and 17 in their past 19 games. This earned them a bye in the first two rounds and they will open play on Thursday in the quarterfinals.
Samuels honored

Samuels was voted to the Big East All-Rookie team by the league coaches as the post-season awards were announced yesterday. The 6’ 8” center is the seventh highest scoring freshman ever at Louisville, averaging 11.8 points and 4.7 rebounds. He is eighth in the conference in field goal percentage (.584), 15th in blocked shots (1.1) and is the third highest freshman scorer in the league. He is still in the running for the Big East Rookie of the Year award which will be announced on Tuesday, the opening day of the championships, at Madison Square Gardens in New York City.
