Injuries a Blessing for Samuels
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Miami, FL (02-01-2011): Rookie forward Samardo Samuels showed up in Miami last night fresh from scoring a career-high 16 points the night before in Orlando, in front of another Jamaican native, Patrick Ewing, an assistant coach with the Orlando magic. The two shook hands as Samuels and the Cavs came out for the second half of Sunday's game which they lost 103-87 to extend their losing streak to 20 straight games. Last night that streak reached 21 as the LeBron-less, former “Beasts of the East,” were soundly beaten 117-90 by the Miami Heat.
Despite the 180-degree turn by the Cavaliers, there is a silver lining in it for Samuels. With the team suffering from a rash of injuries that saw regulars Daniel Gibson, Mo Williams, and Anderson Varejao sitting out, the 6’ 9”, 260-pound power forward has been making a name for himself with increased playing time. Against the rejuvenated Heat he played 22 minutes going 1-of-5 from the field, and 1-of-3 from the free throw line for three points. He spent the entire night matched-up with either Chris Bosh or LeBron James, two of Miami’s big three.

Cleveland next plays the Indiana Pacers at home tomorrow night in what many are calling their last chance to break this dubious streak before entering uncharted waters. Already the longest losing streak in the team’s history, and third all time in the NBA, if the Cavaliers fail they will then be trying to avoid the longest single-season losing streak (23) then the longest overall losing streak (24) which incidentally is held by the said franchise. Still, in the midst of all the turmoil, Samuels has been presented with an excellent opening to raise his stock in the league and so far has been seizing that opportunity.
