Cedarville win Battle of the Jamaicans; Walker drops 31
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South Euclid, OH (11-28-2007) - Christopher Walker, formerly of Harbour View Lakers in the Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC)/National Basketball League (NBL), erupted for a career-high 31 points and grabbed 10 rebounds to lead Cedarville University to an exciting 94-88 victory at Notre Dame College last night in a match-up of NAIA Division II Top 25 teams. It was the fourth straight win for Cedarville while Notre Dame suffered their third consecutive setback.

Billed as the “Battle of the Jamaicans,” the game featured Walker, Daniel Rose, and Ricardo Alliman for Cedarville, and Karim McFarlane and Paul Spencer for Notre Dame. Cedarville struck first and fast, reeling off 11 unanswered points in the first 90 seconds. They quickly engineered a 39-26 advantage but the home team closed the half on a 15-6 run to trail the visitors by just four points (45-41). The second half was tense and ferocious as the momentum swung from one team to the next and back. Notre Dame eventually took a two-point lead but Cedarville battled back and opened an 11-point advantage (75-64) with 9:40 left. Notre Dame rallied again to regain the advantage 86-85 with just 2:40 to go, but two Alliman free throws gave Cedarville the lead for good as they converted 7-of-8 free throws to close out the game.
The super athletic Walker was indeed the best Jamaican on the court last night. He went 11-of-16 from the field, including 5-of-7 from beyond the arc, and converted all four of his free throws to set a new career-high. All of his heroics were accomplished in just 29 minutes of action as he fouled out with 2:40 left in the second half. Alliman also posted a double-double scoring 16 points, including 10-for-12 from the free throw line, and grabbing 12 rebounds. For Notre Dame, McFarlane finished with 19 points and Spencer added six.
