Cedarville leaps to No. 1 in NAIA
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Cedarville, OH (01-27-2009) – Cedarville University, behind a superb 2008-09 season, received its reward yesterday when the Yellow Jackets were named the new No. 1 team in the NAIA Division II men’s basketball poll. With a 22-1 overall record and an unblemished 7-0 start to its American Mideast Conference schedule, Cedarville earned all 15 first-place votes to leap from No. 3 to the top spot. The Yellow Jackets, who presently owns the longest winning streak in the nation at 14 games in a row, was last ranked No. 1 on Dec. 7, 2004. That team later advanced to the NAIA Final Four.

The much heralded Cedarville front-court, who many have equated to an NCAA Division 1 front-court, is dominated by a Jamaican trio. The forward positions are directed by junior Ricardo Alliman, formerly of Calabar High School, and junior Christopher Walker, formerly of Tivoli Gardens High. Alliman is the team’s fearless leader at power forward, averaging 11.9 points and 9.2 rebounds per game, both team highs. The explosive Walker is averaging 8.9 points and 5.8 rebounds per game. The center position is managed by senior Daniel Rose, who although he plays off the bench, still averages 11.5 points and 7.0 rebounds per game. Rose, formerly of Ocho Rios High, is also the last line of defense for the Yellow Jackets and has already rejected 59 shots this season, more than twice that of Alliman who has blocked 25 shots.

Cedarville has very little time to celebrate this achievement, as their first big test as the hunted team is this Thursday night when they host Mount Vernon Nazarene University at 7:30 p.m. In their first encounter, Rose hit a jump hook with 0.16 seconds left to secure a 70-68 overtime victory at Mount Vernon Nazarene. The visitors now have an added incentive and will like nothing more than to knock-off the top-ranked team. 

Cedarville games are streamed live over the Internet. To watch the games, visit http://yellowjackets.cedarville.edu 10 minutes before the start of the game and click on the “Watch Live” link.
